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1. God ____________ for us to bear fruit. (vv. 1-2, 8)
It is God’s will for _____________ believer to bear much fruit.

Some bear _____ fruit, others bear _________ fruit, some bear ________ fruit, and others bear _________ fruit.

What fruit is God looking for?
� First, it means the “fruit” of the ________ _________ listed in Gal. 5:22-23, and similar qualities.

� Second, “fruit” can refer to the _____________ of the gospel. 

� Third, fruit can refer to the _________ _________ that God created for us to do.

2. God will take ___________ _________ in order to get us to bear fruit. (vv. 2-3)
God ________ ______ those branches that do not bear fruit.

What does God do to get us to turn from sin in our lives? He _______________ us. This is secret #1.

When you repent, the pain will _________, apart from natural consequences, and you'll start to bear fruit. 

He ___________ those branches that bear only a little fruit in order to get them to bear _________ fruit. This is
secret #2.

God will cause pain in our lives when we’ve done ___________ ___________. Why? To help us be more
fruitful!

God prunes away things that tend to distract us in order to align our _________________ with His.

God prunes us in order to stimulate us to ________________ our primary resources.

3. In order to bear much fruit, we must _________ with Christ. (vv. 4-7, 9-11)
The basic principle of the Christian life is that it is not a ______________, it is a relationship.

If we truly want to bear more fruit for God, the only way is to ____________ more with Him. This is secret #3.

Abide means to make yourself ______ _________ with Him, to settle down with Him and get to know Him.

Everything you always _____________ the Christian life to be is related to abiding.
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 Calvary Connection Group
Discussion Questions for the week of March 15, 2026

Getting to Know Me
� What is your favorite fruit? How do you like to eat it?

� What earthly things cause you the most joy? Why? (For example, a rocky coastline, a good dessert, grand
kids, etc.)

Into the Bible
� What one thing stood out to you in this week’s sermon as something important to understand and apply?

� Read the following verses and determine what kind of fruit each verse is speaking of, good works, spread of
the gospel, or Christ-likeness: 
Col. 1:10 – Mark 4:20 – 
Tit. 3:14 – Phil. 1:11 – 
Col. 1:6 – Gal. 5:22-23 – 
Eph. 5:8 – 

� We are commanded to abide in Christ twice in this passage (vv. 4, 9). “Abide” comes from a Greek word
that means to remain, stay, dwell, or live in or with a person, place, or thing. It is often translated (other than
with “abide”) as continue, endure, wait (in place), or reside. What does abiding look like in this passage?
That is, what does Jesus here say people who abide do?

� In more practical terms, how can we abide in Christ? 1 John sheds a little more light on this. Read 1 John
2:6, 10, 14, 24; 3:6, 9, 14, 24; 4:12-13, 15. What else does abiding look like in 1 John?

� According to v. 6 and Matt. 7:17-20; 13:24-30, 36-43, what happens to those who look like believers and act
like believers, and may even hang out at church, but are not, and never have been connected, to the Vine?
What, if anything, should we do about this?

Application
� How are you doing at bearing fruit for God? Which kind of fruit is easiest for you? Which is hardest?

� Have you ever been pruned or disciplined by God (experienced pain from God to get you to either turn from
sin or change your priorities to become more fruitful)? How did that go?


